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public needs in the gravest economic crisis through which
modern Britain has ever passed. There is no longer any
certainty that another General Election, even if it could be
brought about, would mean a change for the better.'
There is a nafivete about this that attracts, like the uncon-
scious ingenuousness of a child. What Mr. Garvin laments is
that what he calls the topsy-turvydom at Westminster is a
true replica of the * medley of muddle' in the country.
Paralysis in Parliament is a true reflection of the nation's
diversity of opinion. People will not swallow Conservatism,
try Mr. Garvin, the skilful chef, never so hard to garnish the
dish. Another election would not improve matters. The only
strong Government in Mr. Garvin's eyes is a Tory Govern-
ment. He does not see any prospect of getting that, and he is
dreadfully annoyed.
e This topsy-turvydom at Westminster,' he continues,
' discredits Parliamentary institutions themselves. In that
sense, it injures the common interest, irrespective of Party.
It exasperates the feeling and baffles the comprehension of
the ordinary citizen in every Party.*
The real reason for Mr. Garvin's exasperation can be traced
to the result of the General Election of 1929, which was a great
blow to the Conservative Party. In 1924. it had been swept
into power on a wave of panic stirred up by the notorious Red
Letter. For nearly five years it used a monster majority of
more than two hundred over all other Parties to pass, in spite
of strenuous opposition of Liberals and Labour, what was
purely class legislation. Several of their measures, such as the
Trades Disputes Bill, were denounced by Conservatives them-
selves as partisan and reactionary, but all effective criticism was
overwhelmed by the sheer force of numbers in the division
lobbies.
Neither the Liberal nor the Labour Party could initiate
any legislation during those years, and every single item of
legislation proposed by the Conservative Government in the
Commons was received in the Lords not only with approval
but with as much enthusiastic acclamation as is possible in that
sober and dignified assembly.
296